U NIVERSITY OF N ORTHERN I OWA

V OLUME 2,

Information sessions
CAPSTONE IN RUSSIA
Date & Time :December 3 at 4-5PM
Location: GIL 009
Date & Time: December 8 at 4-5PM
Location: GIL 009
Date & Time: December 9 at 5-6PM
Location: GIL 009
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D ECEMBER 3, 2009

Program of the Week:

Spring Break in Ghana

CAPSTONE IN ENGLAND
Date & Time: December 3 at 4-5PM
Location: GIL 007
BRAZILIAN STUDIES IN BRAZIL
Date & Time: December 7 at 4-5PM
Location: GIL 009
CHILD DEVELOPMENT IN CHILE
Date & Time: December 8 at 3-4PM
Location: GIL 009
HONORS IN COMM. DISORDERS IN
NICARAGUA
Date & Time: December 9 at 7PM
Location: TBD
LONDON AND PARIS CAPSTONE
Date & Time: December 7 at 4-5PM
Location: ITC 7
Date& Time: December 8 at 6:30-7:30PM
Location: ITC 3034 (through main office)

Become a fan of STA Travel on
Facebook to be notified about
possible free trips, hotel stays, etc!
http://www.facebook.com/STATravel

UNI Students, Angel Anderson, Tiesha Walker, and Sonja Ponce, gain
knowledge of the traditional drumming in Ghana.

Dagbe Cultural Center in Kopeyia
History — Back in the year 1991, Godwin Agbeli created the center
with the idea that the locals could come together and explore their talents, so they are never truly forgotten. It is now run by his son Emmanuel Agbeli.
Activities — The Culture center provides new experiences with drumming, dancing, and other artistic expressions. Also, giving them a
chance to witness local performances.
Importance — For the visitors around the World to embrace another
culture and the local communities to continue the traditions for future
generations.
Freeman Indonesia nonprofit

A PPLICATION D EADLINES

Internship program

Summer & Capstone Programs
December 15, 2009
Fall Programs
March 1, 2010
Fall & Summer Scholarships
March 1, 2010

Sophomores and Juniors: A new opportunity is available for you to improve your leadership skills and gain experience with an internship during the summer, you will be paired with an Indonesian student, who are
pursuing a degree in U.S. studies. Both of you will meet in Indonesia to
work for a nonprofit organization. For more information visit :
http://www.iie.org/programs/finip

28 Gilchrist Hall, UNI Cedar Falls, IA 50614-0520 Tel: (319)273-7078 Fax: 319)273-2921 E-Mail: Study-abroad@uni.edu

Join us as we explore the
world’s holiday jubilee!
Christmas
Christian across the World celebrate the holiday differently and America tends to combines the traditions. For
Example: the carols came from England and Australia,
Christmas trees originated in Germany, clothing apparel
for St. Nick drawn from Scandinavia traditions, Santa’s
entrance into the homes originated in the Netherlands,
and reindeer began in Switzerland.

Kwanzaa
Mainly practiced in the United States, Kwanza was created
by Dr. Maulana Karenga in 1966 to maintain the Africa
traditions. Each color represents an important symbol: red
for their struggles, green for the future and hope, and
black for the people.

Chinese New Years

Mythology that every New Year a beast,
Nian, would kill the people and animals. In
Hanukkah
order to stop the beast, the villagers would
One story states, Mattathias organized a large revolt
put meals out side their doors. One year,
against the king for persecuting Jews and destroying a
he was frightened by a little boy wearing
temple. They defeated the King, began restoring the tem- red, so the villagers decorated the town with red from then on.

ple, and lit a menorah, with only enough oil to burn for
Ramadan
one day. The oil miraculously stayed lit for eight days and
Beginning in the Ninth month of the Islamic year, Muslim
nights.
practice control by not eating, drinking, or smoking from
Boxing Day/The Day of Goodwill
sun up to sun down. During the last ten days of Ramadan,
Celebrated in the following countries: United Kingdom, Allah gave Mohammad a set of sacred texts, the Qur’an.
Australia, Canada, Germany, New Zealand, Hong Kong,
Tushinuyuru
South Africa, etc. It is celebrated the day after Christmas
Practiced within the small island of Okinawa off the coast
and gifts are given to the less fortunate people within the
of China, people gather the welcome the New Year and
nations.
expel the Devils of the Earth with garlic.

Rizal Day

In the Philippines, December 30, 1896, José Rizal died a
national hero trying to unit the Philippine people against
their government. His death continues to be a national
holiday for the people.
St. Lucia Day (Disappearing darkness)
Young women in Scandinavian
countries dress in white dresses and
a red sash, wake-up their family, and
serve them breakfast. The girls are
to represent a young lady martyred
in Rome, who is always seen wearing a crown of candles.

Bodhi Day

Guadalupe Day
A Mexican holiday celebrating the 1531 miracle, where
the Virgin Mary appeared to an Indian peasant named Juan
Diego. His apron still has the image of the Virgin Mary and
it hangs in the Basilica of Guadalupe.

Eid-ul-Azha

A Muslim holiday called the “Festival of
Sacrifice” honoring Abraham for almost
killing his son for Allah. This holiday ends
the Hajj or the pilgrimage to Mecca, which
must be completed once in their lives.

Las Posadas

In Spain days before Christmas, the locals reenact the trails
Japanese holiday were they celebrate the enlightenment
of Joseph and Mary trying to find a place to stay in Bethleof Siddhartha Gautama, more commonly known as Budhem. They sing carols as they go from home to home askdha. He saw the beauty of a selfless life and the rest of his,
ing if they have room.
he taught the importance of the lifestyle.

Happy Holidays from the UNI Study Abroad Staff!
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